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Mr. GOLDWATER., Mr., President,
some of the photographs of the protec-
tive weapons and the SAM sites may
show nothing, IHowever, the pilot says,
“I was fired on.” '‘That is what it is all
about.

AMr. PROXMIRE. That raises the ques-
tion I was going to ask, whether we
say that these photographs in the future
should, on the basis of this experience,
should be examined and examined with
a idea of determining whether they re-
tlect the orders given by the top author-
ities, And that question should be raized
when we have a series of targets which
appear Lo be unprotected and are hit
time and time again., The commander
should he alerted. It scems to me that
General  Abrams  should :have been
alerted. And he was not alerted because
of that.,

Mr., GOLDWATER, The day is past
wlhien the Air Forece is instructed as to
what they can hit. However, 1 agree that
the Senator from Wisconsin has a point
when he assumes that the photographs
go on up to headquarters., And we have
not been there to sit in at an elegant
briefing. I can understand the concern
of the Senator. I anm not trying to defend
CGieneral Lavelle, I am just trving to
answer a guestion concerning the matter
raised by the Senator. They go by the
word of the pilot as to whether he was
fired on. And he says that he observed
the fire to be such and such. The pho-
tographs did not have to show the target.

Mr., HUGHES, Mr, President, will the
Senator from Wisconsin yield?

Mr. PROXMIRE. Mr. President, I yicld
fo the Senator irom Iowa.

M. HUGIHES., Mr. President, the ques-
tion of the photographs came into my
thinking a great deal in connection with
tlie hearings.

Just recently a letter came to me
from an airman who is still in the service.
This man stated in the letter that he
knew about at least one photoaraph that
was removed from the intelligence files,
And I do not know whether this is classi-
ficd or not. So I will not say the source.
However, it was at least a photograph of
o target that was not on the list. That
photograph was removed and not for-
warded up. This did not come at a
timely point to put this matier into the
hearings. And also, the Senator from
Iowa is not sure,

Mr. PROXMIRE, Mr. President, I
think it was the letter that my office
turned over to the Senator from Iowa, is
that correct?

Mr. HUGHES. No. It was not,

Mr. PROXMIRE. That must have been ’

ancther one.

Mr. HUGHES, It may have been an-
other one. This is one of the matters in-
volved. And I asree with the Senator
from Wisconsin that we have a respon-
sibility to investigate this matter and to
go ahead with it, as I stated in my
- statement. The Senator from Towa is not
certain, Perhaps the Senator from Wis-
cansin can tell me from his staff research
whether the photographs were separated.

As the Senator from Wisconsin will
remember, I pointed out that there were
At least 25,000 sorties flown during this
period under the command of the Air

STATINTL

Approved Fbr Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Force, and it only avpears that 150 sorties
invelved unautliorized raids.

If one of these 150 photorraphs onl of
25.000 came through without any iden-
{ification-—hecauze many of these turpets
are in South Vietnam, in Laos, and some
of thein are even in Cambodin wheie
there were few restrietions againsi the
nature and type bombing—if {hat is trme
and they were not separated out, it would
be difficult for anyone to identify the
ditfference on a few missions, If they were
separated. and I do not know this and
during the course of the hearings I wish
I could have put this guestion to some-
one.

Mr. PROZAMIRE. 1L is my information
they were not, They went direcetly up the
chain of commmand and they weve clearvly
identified as to time and plzce. As the
Senator from Arizona pointed out, it is
very confusing, Nevertheless, I under-
stand this can be concealed once or twice,
but to do it so offen on 130 sorties where
vou would hit a number of targets that
were not authorized should at least have
raised suspicions in the mind of General
Abrams.

Mr. HUGHES. I would like to point
out that no member of that committec
was looking harder for evidence of mis-
deed than was the Senator from Iowa.

MMany of these targets, T believe, when
fhey talk about trucks, POL’s, and
launcher carriers. and so forth, were in
the two niountain passes. An attempt
was being made to stop them before they
crossed {rom Vietnam into Laos.

In one of those passes there was no
queslion that, with the AAA installations,
they could not fly a planc throuch there
on a bet without a rcaction. That is a
lezitimate question I raised time and
time again, and I think there s 'evidence
they hit illegal tareets. I did not observe
any evidence that I felt warranted that
General Abrams could have possibly had
this detected, but I only point out my
concern.

Mr. PROXMIRE. At page 61 of the
hearings Scnator Gornpwater asked this
question af General Lavelle:

Didn’t you send all recce photos of all
strikes forward to Paclfic Command at IIead-
quarters here, so all conunanders saw all
recece strikes?

General Lavernny, Yes, sir.

I do not know if that is the answer.

Mr. GOLDWATER. Mr. President, will
the Senator yield so that I might explain
that?

Mr. PROXMIRE, T yield.

Mr., GOLDWATER. I think it would
be good for the rccord to explain how
these photographs came about. They are
not taken willy-nilly, In the case of a
pure recon flight not involving unau-
thorized observation the intelligence unit
at some level, usually at the command
level, has reason to believe there might
be a concentration of SAM’s coming
down Route 13 at such and such a co-
ordinate. The intelligence is not active
cnough to verify it so a recon flizht is
ordered. It can be flown by a Navy plane
or by an Air IForce planc. If permissible,
the aireraft flies at a relatively low alli-
tude and it takes an excecdingly large
number of photographs. On some of these
recons they fly at mach .7 or .75, and
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many, many nezatives would be exposed
in a maiier of seconds. ‘These pholo-
praphs are then judeed by recon pholo
intelligence officers and thz best ones
are sent v the road to the command
inteditnence staff, That is the orlgin of
most recon photos.,

In the case we are talking about where
unauthorized strikes were involved, the
recon aircraft were accompanicd by
tactical wiveraft. There is nothing un-
usual about thig, T micht say. There has
Leen o peint made about accempanying
tactieal asireraft—4 to 8 to 16—and in

World VWayr 1, probably twice as many -

lactical aiveraft accompanied the flight.
The fiiashit has no protection. The oper-
ation is usually proplanncd. They are
sent oul to take pictures of a certain
arca for intellizence,

On the return, the tactieal pilots, be~.

cause they had no ammunition or bombs,
would verify in their report they had
been struck, That is why the whole thing
came about. Whelher or not pictures
were taken at the time is of small im-~
portance. They were reprimanded for not
doing a Letrer job, and even then the au-
thorly, CINCPAC, asstimed that they had
been fired on and the tactical aireraft
returned it. P .

I wanted to make that clear as to how
the photezraphs came about.

Mr, PROXMIRE, There are more un-
answered questions about the operation.
There is straiegic reconnaissance. Not
only did tiie operational photographs got
to the Pzcific Com and, but there is a
strategic reconnaissance as well, :

The very high flying SR-71 planes
routinely take photographs of Victnam.
They would eateh on & regular basis any
change in what happened on the ground.
They would show what happened dur-
ing air strikes, what was hit, and what
specified targets were destroved.,

These photographs go to Washington,
to the CIA, the DIA, the Joint Chicfs of
Staff and others where they are inten-
sively reviewed.

‘They would show very elearly that
trucks, POL, supply depots, missile trans-
porters, and other unauthorized targets
were hit,

Thercfore, this fact should have been
known at the highest levels. Was it? If
it was, why was not something done, If
it was not, why was it not known? These
questions remain unanswered.

Mr, GOLDWATER,. My, President, will
the Senator yield? .

Mr, PROXMIRE. I yield.

Mr. GOLDWATER. Very few SR-71
photogravhs are taken as far down in
North Vietnam as the photographs we
yere talking about, but assuming they
were, assuming an SR-71 had taken
some at cextremely high altitude, the re-
view officer in Washinston would assume
they struck those targets because they
had had a strike.

Mr. PROXMIRE. I understand that,
but I thought the Senator from Iowa
said in April and May when they began
to take another course they could tell
they were not unauthorized photographs.
It was not stopped until the letter from
Sergeant Franks to the Senator from
Iowa. :

Mr. GOLDWATER. Once the Question
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